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TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF

Hello Friends,
Happy 2010! I hope this finds you well and

warm!

I am delighted to announce that the Board of
Directors has approved a succession plan —

Rob Oakleaf, who has served as MwC’s Deputy
Director for a year-and-a-half now, has been
appointed Incoming Executive Director. Of
course, | will continue to work
behind-the-scenes with Rob during this
transition period but want you to hear it from
me — we are lucky to have him!

Not only is Rob a natural problem-solver and Rob Oakleaf, Incoming Executive Director
an organizational wiz, he demonstrates patience

and kindness towards everyone with whom he interacts. He continues to
represent MwC well in the community and has been hailed as one of our
community’s “up-and-coming new leaders.” He is trustworthy, dependable,
resourceful and charming. If you haven’t yet met him, make a point to pop in
and say hi.

I will, of course, continue to have a soft spot in my heart for the folks we serve
here at MwC — people who have imparted a life-time of wisdom to me in a
single sentence, whose smiles have humbled me, whose spiritual resilience has
brought tears to my eyes. Thank you for giving me far more than I have given.

And so with this new year we welcome a new leader. Please extend to Rob the
same amazing warmth, support and kindness you have shown me.
I am confident that you will love him!

[ fondly bid you farewell and all the best!
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l W —  Love is to be shared by everybody.
| Today you help somebody,

tomorrow somebody helps you.

Kendra Stetser Rowe

) . ) Anthony Graves
Outgoing Executive Director 4
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“The only constant is change.”
Lsaac Asimov




Eurelza!

We have an inventor!
by Phil Boothroyd

We are often reminded of the creative and
intellectual capabilities of our members.
Mark Sanford, who has been a member
for a number of years, has designed a new
Matk Sanford, MwC' type of all terrain vehicle which will go
member and inventor .

into production in the next two years.
The design and intellectual property rights for Mark’s
invention, which is engineered to surpass any current all
terrain vehicle, are in the process of being patented with
pro bono legal help provided by Varnum Attorneys at Law.
WMU engineering students are beginning to build a
prototype of the vehicle. The pro bono legal help provided
Mark is the result of the advocacy support provided by
Legal Aid of Western Michgan and, specifically, Managing
Attorney Don Roberts.

For a number of years Mark has worked steadily, in spite of a
very significant disability, toward the creation of his dream
vehicle. Now his dream is close to becoming a reality and he’s
very grateful for the support he’s received. Mark commented
that “If it wasn’t for the support of Kendra Stetser Rowe,
Executive Director at MwC, and Legal Aid of Western
Michgan, my creation would never have become a reality.”

Provicling the
are necessities
by Monika Trahe

To kick off the holiday season, a record 500 people
attended the 10th Annual Underwear Open House at
Borgess Medical Center on December 7th! Guests
collected nearly 2 tons of practical and necessary clothing
for people living with homelessness, poverty and mental
illness.

All the clothing collected was sorted, wrapped, and
distributed as gifts on Christmas morning to anyone who
walked through the shelter doors. There was even enough
socks, underwear, and t-shirts left to keep a supply during
the winter months for folks needing a change of dry, warm
clothing.

Please thank the following donors (with your business!) for
making the event possible at no cost to MwC . . .

A Food Affair Café, About Cupcakes, Bacchus Wine &
Spirits, Brook Lodge, Central Tile & Terrazzo,
Continental Linen Service, Craftsman Chop Co., Dean
Bender of Lawton Ridge Winery, Don Neal & the Neal
Collection, Edible Arrangements, Gordon Water, Louie’s
Trophy House, Millennium Restaurant Group, Olde
Peninsula, Penn Station, Pepsi Bottling Group, Premier
Catering, Sinsational Cookies, The Ample Pantry,
Tiffany’s, Tom Wright’s Two Paws Ford, VanderSalm’s
Flipse Flowershop, Wenke’s Greenhouse, Wings Etc.
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A special thank you also goes to Borgess for once again

hosting this year’s event at the Lawrence Education Center.

During this post-holiday season, watch for the good sales
on underwear, socks, hats, gloves, scarves, thermal
underwear and sweatshirts — we feel certain the need will
continue to rise and we would love to have you join us at
next year’s event!
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Love is loving people for who they are

not what you want them to be.

Robin Koan

Two MwC members standing with Gwen Lanier, MwC Activities Coordinator,
and Gloria Tiller, owner of Kazoo Books (center)

Kazoo BOO]{S offers credit for trade-ins

Your neighborhood independent bookstore
carrying new and used inventory

by Gloria Tiller

Both of our locations on Parkview and Clarendon take
books for credit toward the purchase of more books in the
store. Customers can assign this credit to anyone they
want.

We recently had a customer transfer their credit to MwC
and it was used to help people get books, who might
otherwise not get a book of their own to read. We decided
to continue this account and let people know they can
build credit for MwC by bringing their trade-ins to either
of our locations.

In determining the value of a credit, we generally look at
condition, how old the book is and how many copies we
already have in the store. We can then send your
information to MwC to inform them that they have credit
and who brought it in, if the donor so wishes.

To learn more about transferring credit to MwC, please call
Kazoo Books at 553-6506 (Parkview) or 385-2665
(Clarendon). www.kazoobooks.com

For Gumbo tickets and additional information,
call Monika Trahe at 269.343.6073 x 19
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School project earns more than a g’rade

by Kaylee Hillsburg

I attend Mattawan Later Elementary School. For my
fourth grade class I was asked to do a project that involved
the community. My teacher, Kathy Sills, believes it is
important for "young people to have an awareness of
individuals in their community."

I chose to become involved with MwC because I saw an
article in the Kalamazoo Gazette. The article told about
how 60 to 80 homeless people who shower there daily are
in trouble because the shelter completely ran out of

individual toiletries. It touched my heart to realize that not

everyone could take a shower or a bath when they needed
or wanted to -- I like to take a bubble bath just for fun and

they can't even do that.

got okra?

COOK-OFF

March 7,2010

3-7pm
Louie’s Trophy
House Grill

UNLIMITED TASTINGS!

Over twenty chefs from the
area’s finest restaurants will
compete to benefit MwC.

Live music from
The Out of Favor Boys!

Doorprizes from area
businesses!

$15 in advance
$20 day of the event
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That's why I chose this

organization.

My mom works in the
Early Elementary and
they decided to put a
collection box in their
family room where
employees and visitors
could drop items and I
sent out an email to all
of our friends and

Kaylee with a trunk load of donations
she collected for MwC

family and asked for help. We stay in hotels often for travel
softball and we collected all of our toiletries from the hotel
and the rest of the teams as well and put them in our
collection. That was the first load. Then, just before
Christmas, the people who work in the Early and Later
Elementary kitchens gave us everything that is loaded into
the trunk in the above picture. It was really neat to see how
a bunch of people giving a few things grew into a whole box
and then into a whole trunk load.

[ feel really good about helping others who need it. My
mom explained to me how situations can change and we
could one day need the help we are giving. If I was in need,
I would want others to help out too. We can't always do
everything on our own. I am glad that I was challenged by
my teacher, Mis. Sills, to do the right thing. I am going to
keep on collecting items for Ministry with Community and

you can too.
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The smiles let me know

that it was worth it

by Tim Wojtyniak

I was invited to participate in a ChangeMakers workshop, part
of the Kalamazoo Community Foundation's BetterTogether
Initiative. It offered a fantastic opportunity to do a project to

benefit the community in some way, but exactly how was
unclear to me.

I have been aware of the important work of MwC since my time
at the Wesley Foundation at WMU. I was aware of - and
concerned about - the challenges some people face in trying to
find secure shelter and food. This was the area I wanted to do
my project in but how could I help in a meaningful way?

I have been interested in photography since I was young.
Photography brings me joy and satisfaction, but I wasn't clear
how I might use it as a tool to support the community. My
gitlfriend, Mary Beth, had convinced me I could. My new
friends at the workshop helped me shape the idea into one of a
simple gift of service to and acknowledgment of the members of
MuwC. 1would take the time to meet and photograph as many
people as I could in four days and provide them prints and a
DVD of the pictures. From Phil Boothroyd to Rob Oakleaf to
Gwen Lanier, the project came together. In four days, with the
able assistance of Anthony Graves and the coordination magic

of Gwen, I photographed 46 individuals and groups.

I'll admit that I was a bit nervous about how my idea - and I -
would be received. Would people like the pictures? Wias it really
something useful? But from the moment I met Melvin
Johnson until Ryan Williams stepped out of the room I was
busy meeting so many wonderful, beautiful people that I didn't
have much time to worry. I have probably looked at each of the
1,800 images I took at least six times, and each time I do I am
warmed in remembering a story or a look and feel a renewed
connection with each of the members I met.

My world has been
enlarged and enriched for
the experience.

And the smiles let me
know it was worth it.

View Tim Wojtyniak’s
photos of Mw(C’s members
at National City, 108 W.
Michigan Ave., during the
March 5th Art Hop
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I'm beginning to love me a little bit more.
I didn’t think I was worthy
but I try to find people

that believe in me
and want to help me.

Barbara McKinney
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Joellen Silberman
Welford Wilson
Eileen Wilson and
Olasope Oyelaran
Bob and Marilee Yoder
Tammy and Daniel Mazure

Rev. David and Mary Yoh Ralph Jarl’s Birthday
Dr. William and Ruth Ann Uggen Fay H. Woolrich
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Dr. Lisa Bennett's Birthday
Mrs. Monica Bennett
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Jim and Janet Brode’s
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Charles and Janet Christianson
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Please note: Memorials and Honorees listed here
were received October 6, 2009 through January 22,
2010.

Memorial and Honorees received after January 22, 2010
will appear in the next newsletter.

To correct any errors, please contact
Kelly Henderson at 269.343.6073 x13
or office@ministrywithcommunity.org.



Urgent Needs
Can you help us by donating these much needed supplies?

Spiral notebooks Deodorant
Coffee mugs Chapstick / Vaseline
Coffee Tampons

Boxed tissue Sidewalk salt / Snow shovels

Razors Mouse traps

For a list of other general needs, please visit our website at
www.ministrywithcommunity. org.

Have we made any mistakes
in our database?

Please let us know if:

* You have moved or are planning to move

* You have a seasonal address youd like us to use

* The name(s) on your newsletter need an update

* We are sending you duplicates of any mailings

* You would like to be removed from our mailing list.

Contact Kelly Henderson at 269.343.6073 x13 or at
office@ministrywithcommunity.org to have your record
updated or corrected. Thank you for helping us maintain a
correct and efficient database!

\ o/

-

LEAVE A LEGACY"

Plan alleacl, make a
difference for others

Leaving a legacy has never
been easier. It would be
our privilege to help you include MwC in your estate plans.
Please contact Kendra Stetser Rowe at 269.343.6073 x12
and she will connect you with a trusted attorney in the
community.

Remember: when you leave a legacy, you make a
difference for future generations in our community.

Welcome online readers!

MuwC’s Newsletter is now available via email! Welcome to
those of you reading this online for the first time.

If youd like to join the online community and help us further
reduce costs, please email office@ministrywithcommunity.org or

call 269.343.6073 x13 and Kelly will be happy to add you to

our newsletter email list.

We never sell, rent or share your personal information.
Design and layout are generously provided by Bev Kirk.

Our Mission

The mission of Ministry with Community is to provide food, daytime shelter and other basic services to central Kalamazoo’s homeless, poor, mentally ill
and hard-to-serve adults. Through community cooperation we provide these services in an atmosphere of dignity, hope and unconditional acceptance.

Ministry with Community

440 N. Church St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-3326

Staff phone line: 269.343.6073
Member phone line: 269.343.5880

Fax: 269.343.0508

www.ministrywithcommunity.org
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[ really love my children.
They are my hearts.
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